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drive and see sights” 
they reported. 

Verne Belknap 

Verne Belknap was 
born in Perryton, Tex-
as, moved to panhan-
dle area before settling 
in Laverne, Oklahoma.  
At the age of nine, he 
moved to Tipton, Ok-
lahoma and remained 
until graduating from 
high school there.  He 
participated in FFA—
Future Farmers of 
America—showing 
livestock.  Upon grad-
uating, he attended 
one year of school at 
Oklahoma Christian 
College, then located 
in Bartlesville, Oklaho-
ma. The school  moved 
to it’s present location 
on Memorial Road and 
Verne attended Okla-
homa Christian an ad-
ditional year.  The 
draft beckoned, so 
Verne joined the Air 
Force, serving for 4 + 
years.  .  When he got 
out of the Air Force, he 
enrolled at Oklahoma 
State,  graduated from 
OSU and began a ca-
reer working for Okla-

Wilo Belknap 

Wilo Belknap was 
born  at home on a 
farm in Harper Coun-
ty, Oklahoma, the 
youngest of three chil-
dren.  The family soon 
moved to Woodward, 
Oklahoma, still raising 
cattle and wheat on a 
farm.  After high 
school, she attended 
Bethany Peniel—later 
to be Southern Naza-
rene University.  She 
earned her teacher’s 
certificate from there, 
later earning a mas-
ter’s degree from Cen-
tral State College
(UCO) She had a pas-
sion for teaching, and 

taught elementary 
school in Oklahoma 
City for 32 years. 

The Belknaps have two 
sons.  Jim, a motorcy-
cle policeman in Betha-
ny, Oklahoma has a 
son and a daughter.  
Dean lives in Dallas, 
works in financial plan-
ning and has one 
daughter.  As the boys 
grew up, Wilo and 
Verne were busy at-
tending soccer, foot-
ball, baseball and bas-
ketball games.  The 
family enjoyed vaca-
tioning in Colorado.  
They have traveled 
widely in the United 
States.  “We like to 
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homa’s Department of 
Human Services, retir-
ing at 55 years old.   

The couple decided up-
on retiring from career 
jobs, to purchase a 20-
room hotel in Canton, 
Oklahoma, which they 
managed for ten years, 
selling out then to full 
retirement.  They re-
turned to north Oklaho-
ma City, where they 
lived until coming to 
Bradford Village. 

Verne and Milo visited 
Bradford Village five 
years ago, but just were-
n’t ready to make the 
move.  Hearing good 
things about Bradford 
and  feeling encouraged 
by the cottage living ra-
ther than moving into an 
apartment made them 
make the move. 
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Staff Spotlight—Eric Forcha 

                               

Eric Forcha is our newest member of staff. He is 
our after-hours security and maintenance. Eric 
was born in Cameroon along with his twin broth-
er, Elvis. Before coming to work at Bradford Vil-
lage, Eric worked a variety of different jobs. He 
worked on off-shore oil rigs, had his own taxi 
business, and was a documentary filmmaker, 
documenting villagers’ daily lives. Eric said one of 
his most important jobs was working at a grocery 
store. It was at this grocery store that he was in a 
very multicultural environment and that helped 
him improve his English.  

Eric moved to the United States in 2013 to be 
nearer to his twin brother. While he was here, he 
met his wife, Druana. Eric and Druana married in September of 2014. 
Eric has a 2 year old daughter, Dalynn, and a step-son, Dennis.  

When Eric is done with his shift at Bradford, he goes to his second job 
at a grocery store. He said he works so hard so he can provide a good 
life for his daughter and make sure that she will be taken care of if 
something ever happens to him.  Eric said that he loves people and 
makes a point to learn from people everyday. He said that the most im-
portant thing to him is respect - respecting not only himself, but all the 
people he comes in contact with.  

Eric loves to be outside and relax in nature. His hobbies include paint-
ing, constructing, and building. He said he likes to build decks, porches, 
and cabins. Eric said that he looks forward to coming to work because 
the residents at Bradford Village are amazing people. When asked what 
his favorite part about being here is, he said, “[Bradford Village] is like 
a family to me right now.” He believes working with older people is a 
privilege and he has gained so many blessings and wisdom from the 
residents here. 
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My Mother, Like No Other 
Mother’s Day will be here in a few days and for sure, no one needs to ask why we 
honor our  Mothers.  My mother has been gone for many years, but without her 

sacrifices, things she taught me and the love she gave me all of her life well, I just 
wouldn’t be me! 

 
Times were hard in twenty-nine when I was born, and harder.  My mother left my 

alcoholic father when I was three  years old.  I don’t know how, but she found a 
job which paid  barely enough to pay the boarding  house rent.  Kind neighbors 

looked after me while she worked.  Most years I got new shoes, but Mother would 
just make-do. 

 
Many years have been since she would read stories to me every night, tuck me into 

bed, say our prayers and kiss me good night.  How long, too, since she carefully 
dressed me for the first day of school?  Ii was eager to go, and didn’t understand 

the tear in her eye as she took me to the door and finally let me go. 
 

Sometimes she would leave me with Aunt Ruby for a few days—when we ran out 
of money—until payday.  They had plenty of fresh milk and cornbread for me.  
Once when I was there (age five) I climbed way up on the windmill; Aunt Ruby 
almost had a heart attack!  She took a deep breath and harshly said:  “Donald 

Dean, get down from there!”  That was the only time she ever raised her voice to 
me. 

 
For the same reason, I would go for short visits with my Grandpa Sol and 

Grandma Laura Bell on their farm.  Already not getting around well, Grandpa 
would spend a lot of his day lying on his large front porch, whittling,  with his old 
hound Bones close by.  Grandma worked long hours every day caring for cooking 

and the house.  That had always been her job, even though signs of early 
Alzheimer's were plain to see.  But, disorders like that was undiscovered in those 

days. 
 

AS I reached my early teens, my mother seemed old-fashioned to me, and not 
nearly as smart as I, I believed.  Only a mother could handle that and make it turn 
out well.  When I left home for the Marines, completed my enlistment, came home 
and completed Pharmacy School, she was so proud of me.  She loved me through 

all of that, as long as she was with us! 
 

My Mother was pretty wonderful to me, but your was probably no less so to you.  
The dictionaries’ definition of “mother” when defined as a verb might help clarify 

things:  “mother:” bring up a child with care and affection.  This is the best 
description have heard of what my mother did for me. 

 
04/26/2019   Donald Dean Self 



 

 

 

Calling all writers! The Village Voice is look-

ing for contributors to the newsletter. What 

kinds of things can you share? 

 Personal memories, trips, etc. 

 Articles on a topic of interest (gardening, 

history, crafting or quilting) 

 Favorite recipes 

 Photographs 

If you are interested in being a regular con-

tributor, talk to Kelsey about joining our 

team! 

Monthly Quote 

 

“The world's favorite season is the spring. All things seem possible 
in May.” 

 
― Edwin Way Teale 

CHAPLAIN'S CORNER 
by Jim Davidson 

 

Philippians 4:8:  Finally brethren whatsoever is true, whatsoever is honor-
able, whatsoever if just, whatsoever is pure, whatsoever is lovely, whatsoev-
er is of good report - if there be any virtue and if there is any praise, think 

on these things. 

Our every action and our every thought should be prefaced by what would 
our Mothers think about this act or thought. 

Upcoming Holidays  

 

 
Mother’s Day 5/12 

 
Armed Forces Day 5/18 

 
Memorial Day 5/27 

 
D-Day 6/6 

 
Flag Day 6/14 

 
Father’s Day 6/16 

 
Independence Day 7/4 
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Guess Who These People Are! 

 

Won the national Sigma Delta Chi award for best news film of James Meredith en-
rollment as first black student at Ole Miss 

 

Has kept a diary since I was twelve years old 

 

Had gray hair since turning 20 

 

Nicknamed “Putsy” by siblings 

 

Operated a hair salon and taught Cosmetology 

 

Weighed 98 lbs in high school! 

 

Owned a 1946 Indian Chief motorcycle 

 

Growing up wanting to be a farmer, but traveled and taught in 67 countries 

 

Graduated from High School in 1965 at age 39 

 

Always wanted to go up in a hot air balloon 

 

Was Pin-Up Queen at Northeast High School 

 

Bought and sold antiques 


